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EU External Action 
and the SDGs

The EU integrates the SDGs directly into 
its external action and global 
engagement.







EU Commitment to the 2030 Agenda

SDGs are central to 
the European 
Commission’s 

political guidelines.

Integrated into 
policymaking across 
all sectors, internal 

and external.





Sustainability Beyond the EU

The EU implements 
sustainability 

policies domestically 
AND globally.

Goal: contribute to 
worldwide 

sustainable 
development.





A Global Europe – One of EU’s Key 
Priorities

Among the EU’s 
seven strategic 
priorities is “A 

Global Europe”.

Focus: a 
sustainable, 

digital, inclusive 
global future.



International Cooperation

SDG implementation 
framework includes 
strong emphasis on 
global partnerships.

EU promotes 
multilateralism and 

cooperative 
solutions.





EU Development and Aid Policies

EU external action 
supports global 

SDG progress 
through:

• Development 
aid

• Aid 
effectiveness

• Monitoring 
results

• Transparent 
funding 

mechanisms





Human Rights in EU External Action

Human rights 
protection in non-
EU countries is a 
core policy area.

Aligned with SDG 
16 (peace, 

justice, strong 
institutions).



Strategic Context: Preparing for Global 
Shocks

Implementation 
of the SDGs 
strengthens 

global resilience.

Supports green 
and digital 
transitions 
worldwide.





Key EU Strategic Documents

• 2019 Joint 
Synthesis Report 

on SDGs

• EU Policy 
Coherence for 
Development 
Report (2019)

• European 
Consensus on 
Development 

(2017)



Key Takeaways

EU external action is 
deeply aligned with 

SDGs.

Focus on 
sustainability, 

cooperation, human 
rights, and 

development support.
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